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SUBJECT: STEVE BIKO'S DEATH: SITREP AS OE 1600 SEPTEMBER 20 
REE: PRETORIA 4866 

1. BOTH PRO AND ANTI-SAG WHITE SOUTH AFRICANS HAVE BEGUN 
TO FOCUS ON HOW THE SAG WILL HANDLE THE BIKO AFEAIR AS 
THE CABINET TAKES UP THE ISSUE AT ITS SEPTEMBER 20 MEETING 
IN PRETORIA. PRESS HAD PLACED BIKO AFEAIR ON PAR WITH 
SHARPES VILLE AND JUNE 16 SOWETO UPRISING IN TERMS OF 
DAMAGE TO SOUTH AFRICAN IMAGE ABROAD. 

2. MEANWHILE WHITE AND BLACK SOUTH AFRICANS MOST 
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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 PRETOR 04898 210452Z 

UPSET WITH BIKO DEATH CONTINUE TO HOLD MEMORIAL 
SERVICES AND EVENTS THROUGHOUT COUNTRY. TWO THOUSAND 
PEOPLE ATTENDED SEPTEMBER 19 PROTEST RALLY AT 
JOHANNESBURG CITY HALL AND 1000 PERSONS GATHERED AT 
CAPE TOWN TOWN HALL SAME DATE. CAPE TOWN MEETING 
INTERRUPTED BY TEAR GAS CANISTER THROWN BY UNKNOWN 
PERSON. 
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3. SEPTEMBER 20 PRESS FOCUSED FOR EIRST TIME EXCLUSIVELY 
ON FATE OF PETER JONES, BPC OFFICIAL PICKED UP WITH 
BIKO IN AUGUST AND NOT HEARD FROM SINCE. JONES' MOTHER 
IN CAPE TOWN HAS VOWED TO FIND HIM. 

4. GENERAL MOOD IN BLACK COMMUNITY CONTINUES TO BE 

ONE OF ANGER AND FRUSTRATION, BUT TOWNSHIPS REMAIN QUIET. 
A LARGE CROWD IS EXPECTED FOR SEPTEMBER 25 FUNERAL IN 
KING WILLIAMS TOWN IN LAST FAREWELL TO BLACK NATIONAL 
HERO. BCP REPORTEDLY HAS EMPHASIZED THAT FUNERAL AND 
OTHER SERVICES THAT DAY MUST BE PEACEFUL. 

BOWDLER 
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